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OTAGE BILL

$159,000 Received by The Pilots Last Year From Foreigﬁ Shipping Alone.
$214,000 Demanded From This Source Hereafter. Pilots Receive |

Twice as Much as -Captains' of Ocean Steamships:

The Pilotage Bill before the Legislature abolishes compulsory coastwise pilotage and increases
the compulsory rate on American and foreign vessels engaged in foreign commerce. }

All'interests are in favor of the abolition of compulsory coastwise pilotage and, since the fight in
the last'session of Congress, it has been evident, to all familiar with the subject, that compulsory
coastwise pilotage was doomed. The pilots very wisely, therefore, gave up what they could not,
for any length of time, retain. fogs, fires and derelicts which are not taken by a Virginia pilot. So far as risk is concerned, the risk

But the pilots ask that the compulsory rate on vessels engaged in foreign commerce be increased involved in being a Virginia pilot would scem to be less than that involved in béing the C;lpt;lin of
to reimburse them for the loss resulting from the abolition of the tax on coastwise shipping. an, ocean steamship.

This request is most unreasonable, unless the pilots would nat receive a fair compensation from
the present rates on American and foreign vessels engaged in foreign commerce.

[t would be naturally expected that the pilots, in asking for an increased rate on vessels engaged
in foreign commerce, would have shown that otherwise their compensation would be too small. But
on this subject they are as dumb as oysters. 'In all the pamphlets and literature, with which they
have flooded the Legislature, no statement has yet been made of their gross or their net receipts,

The pilots, in their pamphlets, lay great stress on the risk inctirred, The only risk incurred by
a member of the Virginia Pilots” Association, whicl is not incurred by the captain or ordinary pilot
of every hoat, arises from the fact that a member of the Virginia Pilots’ Association has to trans-
fer at the Capes from his pilot boat to the ship, when boarding, and from the ship to the pilot-boat
when leaving. On the other hand, the captain of a ship plying the Atlantic takes risks from storms,

And what about the care, responsibility and skill!l ~Ts the care, responsibility and skill re-
quired of a Virginia pilat, for piloting a tramp steamer hetween the Capes and Hampton Roads in
the day time, to be compared with the care and responsibility and skill required of the captains, who
pilot their vessels, filled with passengers, from Hampton Roads to Boston or New York?

Yet these captains do not scatter pamphlets telling of the risks they run and the responsibility
they incur and the skill they exercise; nor do they reccive one-half the compensation guaranteed to

A the members.of the Virginia Pilots’ Association by a special law.
VV hat Do I he Rece1 ? It is not so much the skill of the Virginia pilots in navigating vessels in the Chesapeake Bay,
y . Ve ® as their skill in piloting bills in Legislative halls that challenges our admiration, !
The pilots alone know accurately, and they don't tell. Some items, however, are known,

®
The American and foreign vessels engaged in foreign commerce alone paid to the Virginia H f S
Pilots’ Association in the year 1907 over g ! Ours 0 eerce.

$ 1 59 000 The number of hours of service performed by the Virginia Pilots’ Association in return for the
’

$150,000 collected last year from American and foreign vessels engaged in foreign commerce can

be roughly estimated. Over 1,800 suc‘h vessels entered and cleared. About three hours is con-

In the same year the Association received from the tax on coastwise shipping, (according to sumed between the Capes and Norfolk' or Newport News. This would make 10,800 hours actually

report) s ! consumed, both coming and going. Of course, there is time consumed waiting at the Capes, Sup-

: $27 000 pose we double the time and say 21,600 hours, As already stated, there are about thirty-six pilots.
b

On an average each worked or waited 6oo hours a year, or on an average of less thay two hours a
day return for $159,000.

~ The tax on coastwise shipping surrendered by the bill amounted last year ta $27,000, accord-
mg to report,

~ In addition to this, they received a large sum for pilotage from the battleships, cruisers, colliers The incrgasc demanded to offset this loss is $55,000 a year, with no additional service being
of the United States navy, and many army transports, rendered or risk run.

_ The pilots and some of the newspapers have announced that the rate of increase is slight.

What Is the Expense to Be Deducted ? 'l_hc pilotage rates are fixed by the number of fect of draft the vessel is actually drawing when
. piloted, and, wunless the number of vessels and their draft are known, it is impossible to estimate

the amount to be paid. The only reasonable basis for ealculation is to suppose that the same

» « . numbers of vessels engaged in foreign commerce and with the same draft will enter and clear this
How Many Pl]OtS DlVlde the Net Sum Co]lected? year as did last, In that event, the pilots will receive from vessels engaged in foreign commerce

an additional

This tax was paid under the laws of Virginia as a gratuity to the pilots for no services ren-
dered,

The pilots are at an expense of keeping up two pilot boats.

There are altogether only about thirty-six pilots to divide the fund.

WhatLthe s iR 0 47 $55,000.00, Or a Total of $214,000.00

The House of Delegates declined to recommit the bill so that the shippi i i
o } e A SRR S ) 1S g: ! : ¢ shipping agencies might
_I[hc care, T'L. p‘rm:,jbllli_\, h]\lln. and risk involy r_'d. in a service arc elements which have to be be heard. Will the Legislatury, without knowledge of the effect on our ports, permit the-pilots to
considered, of course, in determining the value of the service. ' put this additional burden on shipping and drive commerce from Virginia?
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